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Table 1 Results of ICP-AES analysis of the bronze vessels from Huaibei area in Anhui Province (Cu-S: %; Au-Zr: pg/g)
FESL S Qfz201 Qfz202 Qysh203 Qgdz204 Qfn205 Qinml
TR AR R KR P i i A 5% R AR R
g SN R i) CRITRS A EA N PR B 28 O B R AR /N
AR JEAR iP5 AR A (KA AR K-
Cu 72.1 68. 2 76.5 67.8 59.4 62.9
Sn 11.4 12.0 10.5 21.0 12. 4 9.2
Pb 14.2 17.0 6.1 10. 3 18.9 23.0
Fe 0.16 0.28 2.12 0. 50 2.32 3.29
S 0.33 0.11 0.28 0. 20 0. 76 0. 30
Au 47.3 12.2 39.2 49. 8 5.2 46. 3
Ag 106 161 187 184 162 234
Co 294 14.6 23.4 138 16.8 1088
Ni 429 57 126 171 159 771
Se 18. 8 53.3 146 61.2 119 12.0
Te 22.0 26.4 112 230 21.8 4.2
As 2389 3937 13103 572 571 4015
Bi 384 10.9 <5 41.5 <5 <5
W 0.17 0.18 0.23 0.15 0.09 0.19
Mo 2.6 1.3 2.1 3.7 56 14.8
Sb 268 491 732 233 1793 319
Zn 105 119 152 125 432 169
\% 10.5 5.1 10. 6 1.0 25.8 0.51
In 13.7 24.5 34.4 11.2 35.1 30. 8
Zr 2.1 1.4 1.6 1.6 1.4 0.59
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F2 REBIHRETEHSEEBR ICP-AES ETEF LR (Cu-S: %; Au-Zr: pg/g)
Table 2 Results of ICP-AES analysis of the bronze vessels from southern Anhui Province (Cu-S: % ; Au-Zr: pg/g)
s NI132010 | NI1j2002 TI12003 T12004 T12005 T12006 TI12007 TI12008 T12009 Fclo Fell Fel2
FE it 44 B il 7] 7 A A L il L il i i il A
i R B B A 5 i B A B i B i B A B i = %5 L=
AR P A [y K K K K K K K K K R
Cu 70. 6 79.8 82.2 60. 2 82.4 76.0 80. 4 75.6 75.5 78.6 68. 8 79.5
Sn 25.4 16.3 12.3 10.2 5.50 19.2 7.6 10.5 23.1 16. 3 23.0 7.3
Pb 0.01 0.05 0. 87 27.5 5.30 1. 90 4.60 5. 20 1. 20 0. 46 0. 46 7.04
Fe 1.2 0.78 2.63 1.74 1.31 0.66 4.07 0.73 0.034 1.58 0.14 0.73
S 0.08 0.18 0.52 0.31 0.41 0. 14 0. 35 1. 15 0. 037 0.24 0.38 0. 44
Au 44,7 n. a 65.3 50.0 67.6 77.9 15.6 79.2 n. a 43.1 122.5 65.3
Ag 462 102. 3 835 148 107 236 261 439 48.4 219 519 281
Co 254 186 433 245 290 345 227 17 19.3 109 41 144
Ni 1062 453 744 562 28.8 879 98 231 176 203 397 454
Se 26.4 89.5 25.6 34. 6 0.69 13.2 46.7 42.7 11.7 19.5 65.9 12.8
Te 20 103.5 15 29 1.0 24 3.0 19 4.3 108 45 <3
As 329 1500 4528 290 3000 1736 742 2248 1600 499 15753 7008
Bi <5 110.1 <5 95 189 49 379 <5 118 <5 773 261
w 0. 10 n. a 0.22 0.19 n. a 0.16 0.28 0.19 n. a 0.22 0.08 0.23
Mo 2.29 82.72 29.0 1. 50 1.03 1. 65 14.3 1. 47 1. 32 1. 86 3.03 2.64
Sb 189 96 634 758 1690 814 92 824 297 134 172 4517
Zn 86 500 251 143 710 142 407 112 390 335 152 123
\Y% 2.83 6. 45 <0.5 <0.5 1.53 1. 30 <0.5 <0.5 1. 00 0.71 0.51 2.67
In 33.0 n.a 55.3 13.0 n. a 30.9 29.8 20.5 n. a 20.0 29. 8 23.2
Zr 1.37 6. 45 1. 16 1.11 1.76 1. 69 0.98 1.51 1. 96 1.36 1. 36 1. 06
%* 3 {AEREUE Y + 5F A ICP-AES
3000.009 SHLER (Cu-S: % ; Bi-Te: pg/g)
A A Table 3 Results of ICP-AES analysis of the bronze
A a AA A vessels from Heying site (Cu-S: %; Bi-Te: pg/g)
A AR5 | Hy201 Hy202 Hy203 Hy204 Hy205
L0 g | wE | wm | mm | @ | wA
2600.00+ A Cu 47.9 71.3 19.7 71.3 66. 4
_ Pb 50.4 13.7 9.8 20.5 11.0
%ﬁ A A Sn 7.6 10. 2 32.7 5.20 19.7
\z: Fe; O3 0. 80 0. 10 2. 40 0. 20 0. 30
S *
S 0.03 0. 008 0.58 0.01 0.003
Bi 1084. 3 1172.9 1696. 1 1328.1 2522.4
1000.00 . o1 Mo | 122.0 | 182.3 | 124.7 | 188.4 | 130.5
v = |£| ) As 295.1 2786.5 2785.8 13377.8 1318.3
A3 Co 37.7 45.2 34.8 96. 0 87.4
va A 4 Ni 118. 8 278.1 148.5 369.7 221.3
v v 3 Au 73.1 38.0 63.7 65.3 60.7
JOP v 6
0.00 % 7 Ag 82.4 97.8 115.7 78.8 110. 3
T T T T T T Vv 4.9 1.5 2.1 0.3 19.1
0.00 1000.00 2000.00 3000.00 4000.00 5000.00
Ag(ugle) Cd 0.9 0.8 0.6 0.9 0.8
B 1 &S AgZn Il Nb 2. 67 1.70 2.17 2.51 1. 62
Fig.1 A bivariate graph of Ag and Zn Sh 53.2 301 269 267 1139
1—% 52— Wedb 3R D 4— i V95— bR s 6— bR s 7— R
1—Fanchang; 2—Huaibei; 3—Houma;4—Western Liaoning; Se 33.6 30.6 49.2 32.9 15.0
5—Nanling; 6 Tongling; 7— Lijia Te 36. 4 42.7 99.1 31.2 34.5
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F4 ITHEMKXEH LIS EEFEMRA ICP-AES S T4 R (Cu-Zn: %; As-Cr: pg/g)
Table 4 Results of ICP-AES analysis of bronze vessels from western Liaoning Province (Cu-Zn: % ; As-Cr: pg/g)
FE b5 LNM-1 LNM-2 LNM-3 LNM-4 LNM-5 LNM-6 LNM-7 LNM-8 LNM-9 LNM-10
R 44 B Hd 4n 40 Hd4n Hd4n kil H4m Hd 27 i &1 i %1 i 51 48
R KM VNG| A KM VNG| A KM KA AH KM
Cu 79.92 89. 74 72.75 77.27 89. 28 89.52 82.39 77.08 69.72 73.69
Sn 2.54 0.59 12.60 14.61 4.98 0.41 5.73 13.72 6.23 11.94
Pb 12.21 2.33 7.73 0.52 2.35 5. 80 10. 04 3.48 4.34 9.47
Fe 0. 30 0.017 0.003 0.033 0.009 <0. 001 0.003 0.017 3.52 0. 003
Zn 0.25 0.28 0.22 0. 26 0.26 0.28 0. 26 0.25 0.23 0.22
As 8766 7958 9420 904 8584 1301 3050 5878 157709 9256
Ag 1667 1368 1771 180 3568 2202 1546 872 4812 871
Co 931 41.7 273 99.9 415 73.6 24.5 41.2 211 56.0
Ni 1112 854 1217 619 765 784 246 197 107 362
Bi 253 396 377 38.2 1361 2117 223 1126 2561 114
Hg 0. 24 0.16 0.56 0.47 0.57 0.07 0.21 0.04 0.28 0.43
Mo 0.053 0.067 0. 050 0.13 0.064 0. 047 0. 054 0. 040 0.093 0.037
Sb 15379 1042 1994 103 1052 17410 2668 2566 3817 1456
Au 30 40 201 10 <1 18 11 <1 10 14
\Y% 4.0 3.3 4.8 3.7 3.8 3.7 4.7 4.5 4.8 5.6
Zr 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.53 0.1 0.1 0.1 0. 14 <20.1 0.1
Nb <0.1 <0.1 0.1 <0.1 <0.1 0.1 <0.1 0. 45 0.1 <0.1
Hf <C0. 05 <0. 05 <0. 05 <0. 05 <0.05 <0. 05 <0. 05 <0.05 <0. 05 <0. 05
Be 0.28 0.22 0. 40 0.25 0.28 0. 26 0.43 0.31 0.32 0. 46
Ba 4.2 4.3 6.2 4.3 4.1 3.3 4.2 3.8 4.5 4.2
Cd 7.74 12.6 14.2 271 2.26 2.79 28.3 20. 8 42.7 24.1
Tl 0.16 0.048 0.16 0.018 0.051 0. 096 0.15 0.092 0.12 0.15
B <2 <2 <2 <2 <2 <2 <2 <2 <2 <2
W <0.1 <0.1 0.1 <0.1 <<0.1 0.1 0.14 <0.1 0.1 <0.1
Th <0.1 <0.1 0.1 <0.1 <0.1 0.1 <0.1 0.1 <<0.1 <0.1
Ta <C0. 05 <0. 05 <0. 05 0. 05 <0. 05 <0. 05 <0. 05 <0. 05 <0. 05 <0. 05
In 18.1 15.7 12.3 233 25.5 5. 47 24.2 19.0 263 22.2
Sc <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 0.1 <0.1 <0.1 0.1 <0.1
Ga 1.5 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 0. 60 <1
Ge 4.66 0.55 <0.01 0.17 0.037 0.13 <0.01 <0.01 1.01 <0.01
Sr 0. 45 0.52 0.47 0. 37 0.41 0. 35 0.48 0.39 0.43 0. 54
Cr 4.9 4.4 4.0 9.6 4.0 4.2 4.3 5.4 6.8 4.3
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Table 5 Results of ICP-AES analysis of bronze vessels from the sites of casting

copper at Lijia and Houma (Cu-S: % ; As-Te: pg/g)

BE &L Hm2301 Hm2302 Hm2304 Hm2306 Sfz01 Sfz03
TR AWK SR G Bk A R
H e F S L2t 2 25 1 WIS 2E M ER ER

ARG £ b AR P ) P
Cu 67.35 50. 6 59. 62 63.19 79. 22 58.53
Sn 13.2 2.14 18.34 21. 64 10. 85 11.71
Pb 9.45 37.49 4.43 3.97 0.6 0.57
Fe 0.05 0.84 0.02 0.14 0.95 0. 868
Zn 0.2 0.16 0.16 0.21 0.1384 0.0843
S 0.08 0.2
As 3654 5746 4317 4415 1690 4212
Ag 1068 1910 2390 1549 436 694
Co 50 324 81 230 1443 292
Ni 250 292 1223 558 1593 744
Bi 60 64 137 79 11847 14054
Hg 0.53 0.17 0.59 0.5 1.25 2.84
Mo 0.05 2.32 0.31 0.11 3.02 29.9
Sb 818 1153 3113 1175 57.4 129
Au <1 12 45 11 29.2 35.3
% 2.1 4 3.2 3.7 4 48
Zr 4. 66 0.3 3.72 2.95 387 217
Nb <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <o0.1

Hf 0.19 <0.1 0.12 0.13 11.1 5.71
Be 0.16 0.22 0.23 0.26 0.2 0.12
Ba 60 64 137 79

Cd 84 23 60 309 <1 <1
Tl 0.16 0.28 0.082 0.12

B

w <0.1 0.23 1.04 <o0.1 <1 <1
Th 0.23 0.16 0.13 0.098 74.5 55.9
Ta <0. 05 <0. 05 <0. 05 <0. 05

In 69 22 52 267

Sc <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 9.56 10.6
Ga <0. 05 1.7 <0. 05 1.14

Ge 0.34 3.7 0. 26 13.4

Se 0.04 1. 14
Te 2.99 20. 1
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Table 6 Results of ICP-AES analysis of copper ingots and copper prill in slag from

several sites of mining and smelting (Cu-S: % ; Sn-Cd: pg/g)

S N1j2004 NI1j2001 TIm2002 | TIf2001 Htt2006 Htt20051 Hjy-12 nxZ-015Cu

AR | HHREE | MR TR | i g HHBE | D IR BE | MR T AR AR IR BURL | MR PR AR B | Mo ob R A 4 AR
R | ER R LR B ZEMEE | ZBRUAKE | ARSI W)L R 2% 1 A I K A TR IREE I

FHR (PR G| (PR PE

Cu 90. 6 92.41 94. 60 76.5 n. a n. a 98. 82 73.93
Fe 5.37 2.14 2.14 19.73 3.1966 4.5393 n.a n.a
S 0.27 0. 35 0. 46 0.47 n.a n.a n.a n.a
Sn 1000 350 300 1400 65.1 68. 3 2.39 30. 4
Pb 700 300 200 300 194 188 257 861
As 1400 1700 1400 10800 233 229 24.1 13933
Au n.a 104 n.a n.a 14.6 n.a <1 9.8
Ag 92.8 80.9 56.5 51.3 99.4 99. 8 77 260
Co 286 200 357 840 63 101 9.8 111
Ni 612 208 206 461 51 60 12.5 437
Se 83.04 117 26.7 10. 0 7.2 10. 3 n.a n.a
Te <1.0 190 <1.0 37.5 16 17 n. a n.a
Bi 71.9 31.8 77.3 150 6.4 <20.5 1. 26 707
Mo 19.0 2.3 3.9 567 4.3 15.9 0. 87 0.23
Sh 77 467 34.3 898 20.3 19.1 12.2 18041
Zn 480 680 1370 1150 341 330 2736 1923
\% 1.17 1.40 1.11 0.55 0.3 0.4 n.a n.a
Zr 2.66 2.63 2.55 1.87 <0.5 0.5 1.03 0.96
Ge n. a n.a n. a n.a 10. 6 11.4 <0.1 0.3
cd 3.35 2.86 3.73 7.09 2.23 3.42 0.023 0.33
x 7 PEWUET R ICP-AES 514 R (S-Fe: %; Ni-Sc:pg/g)
Table 7 Results of ICP-AES analysis of Zhongtiaoshan copper ores (S-Fe: % ; Ni-Sc: pg/g)

FedhS [ TKY930-1 | TKY930-2 | TKY690-3| TKY690-4| hjy-10 hjy-11 hjy-13 bzg-17 bzg-18 tgk-09 tgk-010
T 2 - TN R LEE - e A LEE - i R4
REEH L | G LR A A Uy A Uy [EAS [EAS B [ RL] R A % A 4

S 0. 38 5.7 15 2.3 8.6 7.3 5 5.5 12 0. 31 0.15
Cu 1.8 9.7 6.9 2.1 2.5 6.1 3.6 3.7 4.4 43 3.3
Fe 4.7 5.5 14 5 10 12 9.7 6.1 12 6.5 4.1
Ni 25 9.5 398 12 64 87 45 4 257 40 71
Pb 5.4 1.8 23 0.9 18 13 24 6.7 56 42 1
Zn 58 213 269 57 92 149 99 159 164 870 128
Sn 1.2 1 3.4 1.2 1.1 1.2 2.8 4.7 3.3 430 11
As 1.2 0. 87 1.4 0.53 2.5 17 1.7 4.3 22 1.2 0.58
Sb 0.3 0.22 0.23 0.19 0.23 0. 31 0.18 0. 25 0. 26 0. 56 0.3
Bi 1 12 2 0. 25 3.7 1.7 1.2 1.9 0. 45 5.7 0.22
w 1915 1998 762 1245 1280 397 405 1739 327 128 234
Mo 14 215 70 2.6 19 39 337 7.4 734 193 13
Se 0.17 0.73 1.6 0. 26 0.48 0. 27 1.1 0.21 83 0.23 0.11
Te 0.072 0. 058 0. 04 0.073 0. 085 0. 088 0.1 0. 055 0. 089 0.065 0. 054
Co 233 199 859 166 1171 475 321 404 666 36 58
Ag 1.2 24 25 0.15 3.6 30 17 2.6 2.4 123 0. 32
Ge 1.2 0.8 0.61 1 1.2 0. 56 0.62 1 0. 65 0. 49 1
Be 2.3 0. 44 0.47 1.3 1 0.15 0.31 1.1 0.71 0. 35 2.4
Hg 0.027 0.011 0.105 0. 007 0.079 0.018 0.022 0.014 0.016 0.016 0. 006
Hf 3.4 0. 56 1.4 4 3.7 <0.5 <0.5 3 2.3 0. 63 2.2
Zr 123 13 64 156 122 1.4 27 106 106 23 98
Th 2.7 <1 4.1 2.7 8.2 <1 1.6 6 4.6 1.3 11
Sc 5.9 1.1 7.8 5.4 3.2 2.1 4.5 15 7.6 14 31
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xS AHFIRBURET FIH KB ICP-AES ST ER
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Table 8 Results of ICP-AES analysis of copper ores and slag
from Dajing site of mining and smelting (Na, O-Fe,0;: % ;
Ni-Sc: pg/g)

BEE |dik-005|dik-006|dik-007|dik-008|dik-009| djZ-001 | djZ-002
EmAE | W | e | W | e | e | | R
Na; O 1.04 1.63
MgO 1.34 1.18
AL Oy 8.37 11.56
SiO, 19.09 | 62.18
P,0s 0.33 0.22
K20 1.44 2.45
CaO 13.35 5.14
TiO, 0.36 0.52
MnO 0.08 0.072
Fe, 05 20.58 | 12.11
S 0.960.15|0.27 | 17 | 33 0.15 0.08
Cu 7 | 3.2 ] 21 | 23 | 19 1.8 0. 64
Fe 6.5 1 9.4 | 26 | 12 | 34
Ni 16 | 24 | 24 | 16 | 30 24 26
Pb 2150 | 61 |4320| 582 | 585 | 3500 2180
Zn 3310 | 435 | 4941 | 1946 | 5402 | 987 520
Sn 120 | 35 | 40 | 475 | 311 | 11000 5387
As  |37512| 1206 | 8553 | 3393 | 1082 | 6627 1498
Sh 2959 | 179 | 506 | 521 | 1350 | 813 477
Bi 55 | 7.8 10.92| 211 | 8.4 8.5 5
w 1621 | 550 | 209 | 668 | 327 | 1339 2033
Mo 0.22] 2.4 | 3.1 ]0.22/0.78| 4.6 2.1
Se 0.39]0.260.23]0.54]0.39| 0.38 0.45
Te  [0.056/0.025[0.025/0.021]0.02 | 0.09 0.061
cd 0. 82 1.1
Co 234 | 96 | 70 | 120 | 95 176 288
Ag 192 | 3.9 | 111 | 18 | 872 387 190
Ge 2.3 ] 1.6 | 1 1 ]0.75| 1.6 1.7
Be 1.6 | 2.3 | 1.9 | 0.4 |<0.2| 2.7 3.1
Hg 1.6 |0.288(0.099]0.125[0.276| 0.019 | 0.019
Hf 1.2 | 1.1 ]0.64 |<0.5[<<0.5| 4.7 7.7
Zr 46 | 57 | 30 3 | 2.6 189 312
Th 1.5 | 1.4 | 2.8 | <1 | <1 6.2 9.2
Se 6.2 | 6.1 | 6.7 |22]0.92| 7.8 9.8
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Table 9 Average contents of the companying trace elements

of copper ores in Chu county (pg/g)
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Abstract

This paper probes into the provenance of material for the bronze vessels in Shang and Zhou Dynasties
from some areas in China using Inductively Coupled Plasma Atomic Emission Spectrometer (ICP-AES) to
analyze trace elements. The trace elements from bronze vessels were compared with those from ingot and
copper pieces from Pre-Qin Dynastiy's mining and smelting sites such as Tongliishan, Tongling, Nanling,
Zhongtiaoshan and Zhaobishan. Our results reveal that the copper of the bronze vessels in Anhui Province
came from ancient copper ores of the Middle and Lower reaches of Yangtze River and the copper of bronze
vessels found in Western Liaoning Province and Houma came from the Dajing copper ores. Meanwhile,
this research indicates trace elements Au, Ag., As, Sb, Bi, Se, Te, Co, Ni, Mo and Zn, etc. in copper
ores are indicative of the provenance of material of the bronze vessels. It is feasible to determine the

possible provenance of the bronze vessels on the basis of analysis of trace element in bronze vessels.

Key words: bronze vessel; provenance; trace element; ICP-AES





