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THE STRATIGRAPHIC SEQUENCE OF THE
KUNYANG GROUP AND ITS TOP
AND BOTTOM BOUNDARIES

Li Xiji, Wu Maode and Duan Jinsun

(Geological Research lustitute of Yunnan)

Abstract

The Kunyang Group is divided into three subgroups. The upper Subgroup:
the Huajiaqing and Lioubatang Formations; the Middle Subgronp; the Meidang,
Dalongkou, Heishantou and Huangcaoling Formations; the Lower Subgroup:; the
Luzijiang, Etouchang, Luoxue and yinmin Formations (all in descending order).
The main evidence is given as follows;

1. The Yinmin Formation in Yunnan overlies the Meidang Formation, or other
formations, but the contacts between them are along large-scale thrust faults, so
the“Dongchuan Movement” did not exist. In the Huili area, Sichuan, the Yinmin
Formation unconformably overlies the Hekou Formation (Dahongshan Subgroup).
This unconformable contact represents the Iongchuan Movement and is considered
to be the lower boundary of the Kunyang Group.

2. Diapirism, i. e., the stratified rocks of the Yinmin Formation and its brec-
cia pierce like intrusive bodies into the other formations of the Kunyang Group.
This provides another line of evidence that the Yinmin Formation lies at the
base of the Kunyang Group.

3. Stromatolites, microfossils, Chuaria and isotopic ages all support the View
of the stratigraphic sequence of the Kunyang Group put forward by this paper.

The Lioubatang Formation overlies different horizons of the Meidang For-
mation with a very low-angle unconformity which represents the Tangfang Move
ment. '

The upper boundary of the Kunyang Group is marked by the Jinning Move-
ment, that is to say, there is usually a high-angle unconformity between the Hua-
jlaging Formation of the Kunyang Group and the overlying Chengjiang Formation
of the Sinian System.
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