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Balang Fauna

Redlichia {Pteroredliichia) murakamii
Alutelia sp.
Haplophrentis carinafus

Guizhoueocrinus yui

Redlichia (Pteroredlichia) chinensis

Tuzoia cf. T. retifera

Redlichia (Pteroredlichia) chinensis
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Guizhoueocrinus yui

Probowmania (Probowmania) sp.
Guizhoueocrinus yui 5m

Redlichia ( Pteroredlichia) chinensis
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Byronia sp.
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Fig. 1 Column section of the top part of the Lower Cambrian Balang Formation,

showing fossil occurrences at Wenglingtang, Kaili City, Guizhou Province
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Tuzoia : a giant bivalved arthropod of the Cambrian seas.
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Abstract

Tuzoia (bivalved arthropods) simply consists of left and right valves-like s hells. The animal has a
straight or slightly convex hinge-line, pointed antero-and postero-dorsal cardinal processes, and a keel in
mid-dorsal shell. The surface of carapace is covered by fine anastomosing polygonal ridges and equipped
with spines on dorsum, lateral ridge and ventral margins. Tuzoia is widely distributed in the world,
yielded mainly from the Early—Middle Cambrian formations. In China it is has been found at Yentai,
Liaoning, Northeast China and at Kunming, Yunan and at Taijian, Guizhou, South China. The new
material of Tuzuia dealt with in this paper was collected from the upper part of the lower Cambrian Balang
Formation — in the northwest of Kaili City, Guizhou Province. The specimens are from two separate
horizons in the Wenglingtang section, and are assigned as Tuzoia cf. retifera Walcott 1912 and T. sp.
respectively. They are associated with Redlichia ( Pteroredlichia) , Arthricocephalus chauveaui and are
late Canglangpuian in age. Tuzoia is probably a swimming animal which lived in the shallow water
platform and the deep-water slope areas in inner and outer shelfs. The new finding extends geographical
distribution of Tuzoia in southwest China onto Kaili City, and provides information on the eastwatd

immigration of the animal from a shallow-water to a deep-water environment during early Cambrian.

Key words: Tuzoia; Balang Fauna; Balang Formatoin; Lower Cambrian; Kaili, Guizhou
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